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 It's easy, in Terrier Rouge, to become jaded by life 

inside the gate.  Inside, we have running water (sometimes), 

we have clean bottled water and fresh fruit at every meal.  

We have beds and sheets, pillows and toothpaste, lights and 

fans and even an occasional cold Coca Cola.  It's easy to get 

comfortable and know that you have a soft bed and flushing 

toilet to return to after walking through the dusty streets of 

north east Haiti. 
 But make no mistake, that's not how the Haitians 

live.  They walk a mile or so to a well that holds all sorts of 

mysteries from cholera to typhoid, and they carry the water 

home in 5 gallon buckets balanced tenuously on their head. 

They have beans and rice at every meal that is accented by 

whatever meat might be available - goat, dog, chicken, sea-

food or even the large white worms we dug up in the garden. 

If they are lucky, they have a mattress between them and the 

dirt floor of their mud packed homes, a twin sized mattress 

for four or five people in the dark and dreary home with 

windows covered with the Americans leftover sheets, if 

there are windows at all. No lights hang from their tin or 

thatched roofs.  Their kitchens consist of tall sticks leaning 

together and roughly covered with a sheet of discarded 

metal, a pit of charcoal and one pan in which to cook. 

 Parents gather around the school gate to spit-shine 

their children's shoes, some stripping their children naked to 

put their uniforms on right there in order to keep it clean on 

the long trek to school.  And in the children run, into this life 

that is so different inside the gate. 

 My first trip to Haiti, in 2008, I had no clue what to 

expect.  I saw adorable pictures of children in clean uni-

forms with red bows in their hair and red lacy socks on their 

feet.  They looked beautiful and healthy and just like any 

other child you might find anywhere around the world. The 

world of l'Ecole St. Barthelemy is one all the parents of 

northeast Haiti wish for their children. It is the best of the 

best. Outside the gate the world is a different place. 

 Ever since that first trip I struggle with what God is 

calling me to be.  I thought that in two weeks I would find 

that answer.   

¶ Two evenings spent packing food in a silence that hung 

heavily in the air.  At times no one spoke because no 

words could convey our solidarity. We passed fish and 

oil between the team and the Haitians, each caught in 

our own thoughts and prayers. We each prayed in our 

own way. Bethann hummed a gentle tune.  Mike 

counted each bag and prayed it would be enough.  As 

the rice slid through my fingers, I thought of Jesus on 

the lakeside as he multiplied the loaves and fishes and 

prayed He could do that once more. 

 

¶ Two food distributions, each one wrenching my heart from 

my body and forcing me to look into eyes deeper than the 

deepest sea. 

¶ Two visits to an orphanage of beautiful children that clung to 

my arms and hung from my back.  Children without a mom or 

a dad but thanks to the Harveyôs they have hope and life and 

love. 

¶ Two trips to Cap Haitien, where you can literally smell the 

suffering and the mass of humanity that fights for a piece of 

fresh air to breathe or water to quench an everlasting thirst.   

¶ Two long bumpy trips to Miniere, where cholera took 7-8 

souls a week for months on end less than a year ago, where 

now, thanks to my fellow Rotarians, two wells serve 4000 of 

our brothers and sisters with fresh clean water. 

¶ Five bowls of pumpkin soup.  And not one bean. 

¶ One huge spider, a June bug in my hair at 2AM, chiggers, 

mosquitoes, lizards and of course the roaches. 

¶ One case of jungle rot, cured and cleaned. 

¶ One Dr. Pepper. 

¶ 350 dresses and shorts. 350 happy children and mommas with 

clothes that aren't hand me downs or American leftovers, but 

brand spanking new. 

¶ Hundreds of pairs of underwear and medicine, flip flops and 

candies. 

¶ Four small medicinal gardens. 

¶ One starfish found and tossed back into the sea. 

¶ Two chlorine pumps installed. 

¶ Twenty four lap top computers, delivered, installed and ready 

to roll. 

¶ Three floors of freshly painted walls. 

¶ Nine of Warrenton's finest Rotarians, businessmen and col-

lege students. 

¶ Ten Presbyterians. 

¶ And me. 

 

I've found over these few years 

that my calling isn't so much to 

heal the sick or teach a new trade, 

it isn't so much to paint a wall or 

plant a garden as it is to find those people that can.  Once 

they are found, it's quite simple, as Pere Bruno says ... 

"Come and See." So that's what I will do, until the last per-

son tells me "No", I'll keep searching and I'll keep going 

back, again and again and again.  I only pray that once in-

side my own gate, that I donôt forget whatôs on the other 

side.     -Carrie 

See more photos inside this newsletter 



More photos from Haiti  

 
 



Worship Committee News  

The Season of Lent 

What is Lent? Lent is a season of soul-searching and repentance. It is a season for reflection and taking 

stock. Lent originated in the very earliest days of the Church as a preparatory time for Easter, when the 

faithful rededicated themselves and when converts were instructed in the faith and prepared for bap-

tism. All churches that have a continuous history extending before AD 1500 observe Lent. Because 

Sunday is the day of the Resurrection, we skip over Sundays when we calculate the length of Lent. 

Therefore, in the Western Church, Lent always begins on Ash Wednesday, the seventh Wednesday be-

fore Easter. 

Why 40 days?  Jesus withdrew to the desert where He fasted and was tempted for 40 days.  By observ-

ing the 40 days of Lent, the individual Christian imitates Jesusô withdrawal into the wilderness.  We 

take the 40 days in Lent as a time of fasting, prayer, and repentance, and to renew our commitment to 

Jesus Christ.   

Lenten Services and Lunches This year Warrenton Presbyterian Church will observe the Lenten season 

by offering Lenten services and luncheons every Wednesday at noon beginning on Ash Wednesday, 

February 22nd through April 4th. The Crafty Ladies sponsor the lunches and the cost is only $5ðone of 

the best deals in town!  On April 5th, we will observe the traditional Passover Seder Meal at 6:00 PM 

followed by the Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Service with communion at 7:30 PM in the Chapel.  This 

inspirational service commemorates the crucifixion and ends with the congregation in darkness with 

the church bell tolling 33 times. We then offer three services on Easter Sunday beginning with a sun-

rise service at 6:45 AM followed by Easter services at 8:45 and 11:00 AM. 

Lenten Devotionals To help guide you through the season of Lent, the Worship Committee has ordered 

The Sanctuary of Lent 2012, a devotional intended to help you make the spiritual journey from Ash 

Wednesday, February 22nd, to Easter Sunday, April 8th.  The devotions, one for each of the 40 days in 

Lent plus Sundays, will address the parables of Jesus as they relate to the nature of Godôs kingdom, in 

addition to the traditional Holy Week themes and Jesus teachings on prayer.  You can pick up your 

copy of the devotional in a basket located in the vestibule in mid-February.  The Worship Committee 

hopes you will use this devotional to guide you through the Season of Lent and enrich your spiritual 

understanding of what Christ did for us. 

Head Usher   The worship committee wishes to thank Ray Brandenburg for his service as head usher at 

the 8:45 service. He ably took over after the death of Bill Sudduth but wishes to stand down at this 

time. He will continue to serve until a replacement is found. If you feel called by God to fill this posi-

tion, please give Diana Bennett a call at 540-878-1090.. 

Easter Lilies Easter lilies will go on sale in March. Watch for inserts in the church bulle-

tin. 

 

http://www.kencollins.com/question-02.htm


PW NEWS 
¶ Fellowship and Bible study opportunities, studying the Beatitudes, are as follows: 

 
Martha Circle, first Wednesday of each month, 9:30 AM, Womenôs Lounge (Feb 1) 

Lydia Circle, first Monday of each month, 7:30 PM, Womenôs Lounge (Feb 6) 

Sarah Circle, first Wednesday of each month, 10:00 AM, Pastor Carrieôs house (Feb 1) 

 

¶ There will be no coffee hour in February but join us on March 11 after the 

11 AM service which will Celebrate the Gifts of Women. 

 

¶ If you have questions about any of the womenôs activities, please contact Elizabeth Smed-

ley, Moderator. 

Prayer Shawl News 

 

Do you know someone to whom you would like to give a prayer shawl?  This 

could be someone who is sick or injured or who has lost a loved one.  Contact 

the church office for more information.   

 

Due to winter weather concerns, the Prayer Shawl ministry will not meet again until Wednes-

day March 14 at 6 PM in the Womenôs Lounge.  Meetings will continue each month on the 

second Wednesday at 6:00 PM in the Womenôs Lounge with special guests as follows:   

March 14, Kathleen McClelland 

April 11, Joan Broughton 

 

These ladies will talk about how they have used prayer shawl items in their ministries. 

 

LENT begins on Ash Wednesday, February 22.  Lots of help will be needed for Lenten lunches so 

please try to donate some of your time to this important event. We will be serving a lunch of salad, 

soup, sandwich and a dessert.  Preparation begins at 9:30 and is usually over by 1 PM.  There will be 7 

luncheons and you are not expected to be at each one (although that would be very nice).  Please let me 

know if you will be available.  

 

We continue to serve a brunch for the Christian Womenôs Club once a month. Thanks to Rita Bossard, 

Andrea Brooks, Beth Henley, Penny Magyar, Joyce Mills, Judy Pease, Joyce Teague and Barrie Wince 

for their constant help.  The assistance of Mary Hall and Dottie Gleason is vital and appreciated. 

 

Crafty Ladies has a lot of DMC thread. We are selling it for 10 cents each or 2 for 

25 cents. If you would like some of this, please make a list of the numbers and the 

amount you want of each color and give it to me or put it in the Crafty Ladies mail-

box. Not all colors are available but this is a real bargain if you are a cross-stitcher. 

Delivery of the thread, along with an invoice, will be made on the Sunday after re-

ceiving the order.   

 

Catherine Cox    

Crafty Ladies News 



ñThou Shalt Love Thy Neighbor As Thyselfò - Matthew 22:39 

 

Mission Opportunities 
 
The Haiti Mission team consisted of 8 members of our congregation: Mike Albrycht, Jesse 

Montgomery, Betsy Myers, Elmer Magyar, Bethann Rome, Chris Granger, Joan Bundy, and 

Pastor Carrie Evans.  They were also joined by 3 members of Bethann Romeôs family.  The 

group was in Terrier Rouge, Haiti from January 13 to January 21.  The group worked beside the 

Haitians, planting gardens, fixing plumbing, painting the school, and helping set up a computer 

lab in the school and updating clinic files.  They also did a food distribution in a remote village, and visited or-

phanages in Cap-Haitian and Fort Liberté.  It was a humbling and rewarding opportunity to spread the word of 

God by reaching out to those less fortunate.  The team wants to thank the congregation for your support and 

prayers for both the team and the people of Haiti. 

 

FISH food collection for February:  The confirmation class will be collecting cans of soup and/or 

cash on Souper Bowl Sunday, February 5th.  All food and cash collected will be donated to FISH.  

Other items on the FISH Wish  List for February are corn muffin mix and cereal. 

 

The semi-annual Bill Bundy Memorial blood drive will be held on Friday, February 3 from 1:00 to 

7:00.  We hope you will consider giving ñThe Gift of Lifeò.  Please sign up in the narthex to donate or 

volunteer to help and spread the word to your friends and family. 

 

 

Looking ahead we will host Bonnie and Bud Morton, our missionaries in Papua New Guinea, 

on Sunday, March 25th.  They will be in Pastor Carrieôs Sunday School class to do a presentation 

about their mission work and will also be available at the fellowship luncheon.  We hope you will 

mark your calendars and plan to attend. 

 

Jake Muscar is once again leading a mission team to the southern part of West Virginia to give 

assistance to the continuing housing needs in that area. The trip is scheduled for the week of May 5-

12, 2012.  This is a wonderful opportunity to be God's hands at work in an area in need.  If you 

would like to volunteer or have any questions about the trip, please contact Jake at 540-347-0554, or 

email at mtneer9@comcast.net.   

 
Our next Mission Committee meeting will be held on March 15, 2012 at 6:30 in the Youth Lounge.  If you are 

interested in the mission work of the community we invite you to attend. 

Mission News  

FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE NEWS  

The next Fellowship Committee event will be the Valentineôs Dinner sched-

uled for February 12th.  Mark your calendars now and join us for a catered 

candlelight dinner, pleasant music, good fellowship, free childcare, and no 

snow storm.  Reservations are required by February 5th.  The cost is $20 

per person.  Reservation forms may be found in the bulletin or just call the 

church office. 

 

The next Fellowship Luncheon is scheduled for Sunday, February 26 after the 11 AM ser-

vice in the Fellowship Hall.  Bring a dish to share.  

mailto:mtneer9@comcast.net


  

 

 

 

 

The Heifer Project 

 

 The Middle School Sunday School Class will be collecting money for the Heifer 

Project during Lent.  You may purchase an animal in memory or in honor of someone, or 

you may make a contribution to the project.  The animal prices are as follows: 

 

 Heifer, $500  Water Buffalo, $250 Llama, $150  Goat, $120 

 Sheep, $120  Pig, $120   Rabbits, $60  Bees, $30 

 Ducks, $20  Geese, $20   Chickens, $20 

  

 The mission of the Heifer Project is to give families in need a source of food and 

income by providing gifts of livestock and training.  The Project sends, with the animal, 

a trained instructor who will teach the family how to care for the animals and how to use 

the animals to support their family for a lifetime.  The first-born animal is to be given to 

a needy neighbor so that family can also become self-supporting.  The original gift will 

just keep on giving.  A missionary happened upon a village that was completely self-

supporting because of animals that were given to just one family by Heifer Project.   

 

 In 2009, Heifer had active projects in 54 countries and 28 states (including Wis-

consin, Minnesota, New York, Georgia, Louisiana, Tennessee, Arizona, New Mexico, Ar-

kansas, Colorado, Florida, Kentucky, Iowa, and Virginia).  Heifer has helped more than 

12 million families in this country and around the world since 1944.  Heifer Project was 

selected for the 2004 Conrad Hilton Humanitarian Prize and in 2003 Forbes selected 

Heifer Project as one of ten charities that are the best because of their efficiency in col-

lecting and distributing contributions. 

   

 Each Sunday School Class will be collecting weekly donations to buy an animal of 

their choice.  If you would like to donate, you can give in your Sunday School class or 

you can give individually.  You will find envelopes for individual donations on the table 

in the Motherôs Corner outside the Sanctuary.  Please put your envelope in the sheep can, 

place it in the offering plate, or return it to the church office.  Please make checks pay-

able to Warrenton Presbyterian Church (WPC).  If you would like for your gift to be 

in memory or in honor of someone, please indicate this on the envelope. 

 

 

 Consider helping others help themselves and make a lifetime of difference.   



 

  
  

 

 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Church School Classes for Adults  

Pastor Schmahlôs Sunday Morning  

Bible Study 

 

(Fellowship Hall, Sunday, 10 AM) 

 

We will read together Tony Laneôs much 

abridged and modern reader-friendly: The Insti-

tutes of the Christian Religion by John Calvin  

What We Believe  

(Chapel, Sunday, 10 AM) 

Pastor Carrie Evans & others 

 

The Gospel According To: 

 

A new topic each week 

Pastor Carrieôs Book Group 

 

Meets the fourth Wednesday of most months at 7:00 PM 

 

February 3, ñFrameshiftsò by Richard Rose 

 

February 22, ñClose Your Eyesò by Amanda Eyre Ward 

 

March 28, ñBlood Moneyò by David Ignatius 

 

New Member Orientation 

 

(Womenôs Lounge, 10 AM,  

4th Sunday most months) 

 

Maureen Wilcox & Mary Hall 

 

Next class is February 26 

 

ñChristianity 101: The Basics of 

the Christian Faith from the Re-

formed/Presbyterian Perspectiveò 

 

(Womenôs Lounge, 10 AM, each 

Sunday except the 4th Sunday) 

 

Susanne Taylor 

 

The next Christian Education committee meeting is Monday, Febru-

ary 20, 2012 at 7:00 PM in the Womenôs Lounge.  Please bring any ideas, comments 

or concerns you may have to the attention of the Christian Education committee, to 

Chairperson Chris Headly, or to the DCE, Lucy Lindsay.  New members to the commit-

tee are always welcome.  


